
Mission Possible:

Graduation and Beyond

Class of 2020 Advisement 

Your student is soon to be a Junior and moving toward graduating…

This advisement program supports the state of Georgia BRIDGE Law 
Advisement and Individual  Graduation Plan for each student.

Building Resourceful Individuals to

Develop Georgia’s Economy



Welcome

Topics included (clicking on topic takes you to start of the section):

Athletics

BRIDGE Law 

CARE Project

Dual Enrollment

GAfutures

Georgia Career Information System

Graduation Requirements

HOPE

MYAP Tool, Individual Graduation Plan

Pathways-Advanced Academic, CTAE, Fine Arts, World Language

Honors and Advanced Placement

Paulding Virtual Academy

Tests - SAT/ACT/Accuplacer/ASVAB

Work-Based Learning

YouScience Assessment and Results



BRIDGE Advisement

BRIDGE Advisement with Students

GCIS is the site in which all high 
school students complete BRIDGE 
requirements.

IGPs (Individual Graduation Plan) 
are completed in the IC Portal

PSAT Results



BRIDGE Law
Mandated Advisement Legislation

 This law mandates that certain tasks be completed on the Georgia 

Career Information System site to support all students career planning 

and decision making. Students have a GCIS account. 

 This law mandates that students have a My GAfutures account. On 

this site high school students:

 Request Transcripts be sent to colleges, universities and technical colleges

 Review their MyGAfutures HOPE GPA

 Complete Dual Enrollment Processing

 Use the College Search Feature as well as Apply to Colleges in Georgia

 Use the Scholarship Feature

 Learn about Financial Aid and Financial Aid and Financial Literacy topics



BRIDGE Advisement Resources

 On district website under Class of 2020

 Monitoring your student’s advisement process is very 

important so that your student will be college and 

career ready. 



10th Grade Students

 Took the PSAT in mid-October

 Took the YouScience ability and interest assessment

 Completed Dual Enrollment Classroom Guidance

 Updated their BRIDGE Law Advisement Graduation Plan, 

known as the IGP in IC using the MYAP Tool

 Spring Semester - Finalize course requests in IC based on 

their individual IGP using the MYAP Course Plan Tool



Why is this advisement mandated by 

law and why is advisement so 

important?

Quiet Dilemma for Students

 HS Students Engaged in Learning without knowing what 

their educational plans and career choices are

 HS Graduate, but do I want to work, go to technical 

college, a two or four year college or into the 

military????

 College Graduate vs. College Drop Out 

 Will I stick with my career goal and finish?

 Completing a program WITH skills to support career future and life 

style and also knowing what they want to do is critical for students 

to be College and Career Ready. 



Our advisement assists students 

with….

Who am I?

Where am I going?

How do I get there?



Graduation Requirements 

 4 Units of English

 4 Units of Mathematics

 4 Units of Science

 3 Units of Social Studies

 3 Units of Career/Technology and/or World 
Language and/or Fine Arts

 1 Unit of Health & Physical Education

 4 Units of Electives (minimum)

A total of 23 Units

NOTE: World Language (Foreign Language) is 
not required for graduation BUT is required 
for acceptance into a 4 year College or 
University.



BRIDGE GRADUATION PLAN & 
MYAP Tool

Individual Graduation Plan

Building Resourceful Individuals to

Develop Georgia’s Economy





MYAP Career Planner

 All high school students use the IC MYAP Career Planner

 The IGP (Individual Graduation Plan) is in the IC Student 

Portal

 This information includes completed, scheduled, and 

planned courses

 Use this link for information:

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/34137

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/34137






Important Resource for Career Clusters and 
Pathways in Our District

 On PCSD web page.

 It includes pathways-
both general information 
about the pathway(s) 
and the three sequential 
courses that must be 
completed during high 
school.

 The Career Planner also 
includes which schools 
offer each pathway 
course in our district. 



Clusters and Pathway Course Offerings 
These vary from HS to HS.



Cluster and Pathway Courses Continued



Cluster and Pathway Courses Continued



Career Planner

 Focus on CTAE Clusters and Pathways

 The last portion of the Career Planner has course descriptions in 
all of these sections:

 English

 Mathematics

 Science

 Social Studies

 World Language

 Fine Arts

 Health and Personal Fitness



Embedded Course

 Essentials of Healthcare, course number 25.44000. 

 Essentials of Healthcare course now meets the fourth 
science requirement for high school graduation and 
meets the fourth science requirement for admission to the 
University System of Georgia and the Technical College 
System of Georgia. 

 If one unit of credit is earned in Essentials of Healthcare, 
then, student will also receive one unit of credit for Human 
Anatomy and Physiology, course number 26.07300

 Both courses count for HOPE

 The EC Human Anatomy and Physiology course will be 
categorized as an Elective on the local high school 
transcript. 



Pathway/Plan of Study

 High school students declare a pathway or Plan of Study 

beginning in 8th grade.

 If a student is a CTAE pathway completer, the student takes 3 

sequential courses in that pathway. A CTAE pathway 

completer also has the opportunity to take an End of Pathway 

Assessment

 A student is a pathway completer when he/she concentrates 

in the CTAE, Advanced Academic (English, Mathematics, 

Science, Social Studies), World Language and/or Fine Arts 

Pathway courses.  Each student follows the GaDOE Plan of 

Study along with the BRIDGE Advisement Plan/Individual 

Graduation Plan



Declaration of Pathway/

Plan of Study

 Students declare one Pathway/Plan of Study in one of 

the following areas:

 CTAE

 Advanced Academic

 World Language 

 Fine Arts



Advanced Academic

Advanced Academic Plan of 
Study/Pathway

Some students opt to take rigorous 
courses in the area of English, 
Mathematics, Science or Social Studies.

Students are strongly encouraged to select 
courses in one focused area of interest 
known as a Plan of Study and to build 
upon the career interest inventories that 
they have completed with counselors.



World Language

World Language-

Some students take a World Language 
course in the 9th grade. Two units in the same 
World (Foreign Language) is required to be 
admitted to a four-year college or university.  
A student may have a World Language Area 
of Focus in high school by completing 3 
sequential World Language Courses

Again, students are strongly encouraged to 
select courses in one focused area of interest 
known as a Plan of Study and to build upon the 
career interest inventories that they have 
completed with counselors.



Fine Arts

Fine Arts-Some students take either a visual 
or performing arts program as an 
elective course. Other students may 
want to complete a Fine Arts Pathway. 



What if your student wanted to take a 

course Online during high school?

 SB289

 During the months of April – Mid-July 2018, there will be a PCSD 

online registration opportunity for high school courses.

 Senate Bill 289 allows districts to provide students in grades 3 

through 12 the option of taking an online course should you 

choose that option. 

 Counselors have the online course information for high school 

courses. The district resource for new credit courses is called 

Canvas.



Credit Recovery Courses
(Recommended by School Counselor)

 If there is a need to take a credit recovery course due 

to failing a course, the counselor can help determine 

if this option is a good choice.

 Credit recovery courses are taken via A+ or Georgia 

Virtual School. There is an approval process for taking 

these courses.



Paulding Virtual Academy

Application Windows:

November 1, 2017-2nd Semester

April 1, 2018-FY19
http://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/domain/4343

http://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/domain/4343


Honors and Advanced Placement 

Course Information 

for the CORE Academic Areas



Why should students take Advanced 

Placement or Honors classes?

 The U.S. Department of Education released a study 
that shows that by the time students enter college, 
the type of courses they took in high school is more 
important than test scores, class rank, or grade 
averages.

 The president of UGA says that rigor of curriculum is 
a factor above all others that determines success in 
the college admissions process.



What 11th Grade Honors and AP 

classes are available?

▪ Honors English Literature

▪ AP English Literature

▪ AP Statistics

▪ AP Calculus

▪ Honors Physics

▪ AP Physics

▪ AP Environmental Science

▪ AP Biology

▪ AP Macroeconomics

▪ AP American Government

▪ AP Psychology

▪ AP Studio Art

▪ Honors Spanish III, IV or AP

▪ Honors French III



What is the process for 

getting into Honors/AP 

classes?

 There is an Infinite Campus course request process during 

2nd semester that utilizes the MYAP Tool. 

 The requested courses for next school year becomes the 

courses that are in the student’s schedule. 



How are Advanced Placement/Honors 
classes beneficial to the student’s GPA?

 Honors courses are weighted.  With successful 
completion of the course, an average of 70 or above 
BEFORE weights are added, earns a student five (5) 
points onto the final course average.

 For example:  Student earns an 80 in Honors American 
Literature – the report card and transcript will reflect an 
85 as the weighted points are added to the final 
average. 

 Advanced Placement courses add 10 points to the final 
grade, if a 70 or above has been earned.)



AP and Honors Information

Continued

 BRIDGE Graduation Plan, IGP or another document must have 

parent/guardian approval.

 Any mandatory spring meetings are announced and held for 

AP courses-typically meetings are held toward the end of the 

spring semester. 



Elective Course Requests

Always get elective course information from 

the high school counselors.



Test-out Opportunities for Credit

Students may request to test out in any of the EOC courses. 

The student cannot be taking the EOC course at the time of testing. 



Test-out Opportunities
Basic Requirements and Information

1. The law currently states the limit is 3 courses during high school.

2. PCSD Test-out Registration Opportunity is communicated by the Director of 
Student Assessment. Test-out Registration is an online registration 
opportunity on the district website. 

3. Student cannot have started a course(s) that he/she is planning to test-out.

4. A payment of $50.00 must be made for each test. Students who score 
Distinguished will have this money reimbursed after scores come back.

5. Prior to the test-out opportunity a grade of B or higher will be validated. Also, 
a teacher recommendation regarding the test-out opportunity must be 
received. This recommendation is completed by the student’s teacher in the 
subject area. 

6. EOC assessments are taken during the time frames announced by the 
Director of Student Assessment.  



Promotion

 Students are in these cohorts during high school

Cohort Year 1 = Grade 9

Cohort Year 2 = Grade 10

Cohort Year 3 = Grade 11

Cohort Year 4 = Grade 12

 Students must have a minimum of the following 

number of credits to be promoted: 

 From 9th to 10th grade-5 credits

 From 10th to 11th grade-11 credits 

 From 11th to 12th grade-17 credits



HOPE Scholarship Rigorous List

 Students must continually review that a minimum of 4 rigorous 

courses from the 10-page document on the GAfutures website 

below are completed in order to be eligible for the HOPE 

Scholarship. The chart below is an example of the top of the first 

page. The information lists course type, course number and course 

title:

Course # 1

Course # 2

Course # 1

Course # 2

Course # 1

Course # 2

Course # 1

Course # 2

Slide 24

https://www.gafutures.org/media/113414/rigor-course-list-july-

2016.pdf

https://www.gafutures.org/media/113414/rigor-course-list-july-2016.pdf


HOPE GPA

 Please remember that a HOPE GPA is calculated on a 

4.0 scale and the focus is on academic courses 

completed. No middle school course are counted for 

the HOPE GPA.

 Some science courses that are used in a CTAE 

pathway also count as the 4th Science requirement. All 

of these courses automatically calculate into the HOPE 

GPA.

 Non-academic elective courses do not count.

 Thus, a numeric GPA of 83.4%, does not necessarily 

mean that the HOPE GPA will be 3.0 or higher.

 Please monitor HOPE GPA via GAfutures account.



HOPE GPA

 If a student does not have these three key fields correct in our Student 

Information System, there will be no HOPE Scholarship:

 Legal name that is on birth certificate

 Social Security Number

 Birth Date

 All of the above items must match on

 Infinite Campus

 GAfutures

 FAFSA

 College Admissions Documents

 SAT or ACT Testing Documents



For each student’s GAfutures portfolio 

the following items are needed: 

 SSN

 Legal Name 

 Birthdate

 High School Connection

 Good, working email



Dual Enrollment Information on 

GAfutures



Dual Enrollment Defined

A process by which high school students take 
courses from a state public or private 
postsecondary institution while still enrolled as a high 
school student and receive credit both at the high 
school and at the postsecondary institution.

Terms = Fall, Spring, and Summer



2015 Legislation
SB 132 – Dual Enrollment Program 

➢ High school students may enroll while in 9th – 12th grades 

➢ Earn dual credit 

➢ Wide range of courses 

SB 2 – New High School Graduation Option • Students complete at 
least the following state required high school courses or their 
equivalent: 

➢ 1 required health and PE course 

➢ 2 English 

➢ 2 math 

➢ 2 science 

➢ 2 social studies 

➢ Complete an associate degree, technical diploma or two 
technical certificate programs in a career pathway and all 
training prerequisites for any state, national, or industry 
occupational certifications or licenses required to work in the field 

➢ Awarded a high school diploma and a college credential(s)



Dual Enrollment Eligibility
➢ Enrolled in our district

➢ No residency requirement 

➢ Meet admissions requirements and deadlines at 

participating postsecondary institution 

➢ Admitted as a Dual Credit Enrollment student at a 

participating postsecondary institution 

➢ May attend more than one postsecondary institution at 

a time and receive awards at both 

➢ Must be enrolled in courses listed in the approval Dual 

Enrollment Directory (GAfutures site)

➢ Maintain postsecondary satisfactory academic progress



Financial Considerations

➢ Tuition is paid.

➢ Mandatory fee costs are covered.  

➢ Books are provided.

➢ The Eligible Postsecondary Institution can charge the 

student Course Related Fees or Supplies or require the 

student to have the required course related items. 

➢ Expenses for travel or living on campus are provided 

by the student.



Interested students and parents, please 

review this document. 



Advisement Topics

During the advisement sessions with students and parents, 

counselors address the following topics with student and 

parent/guardian: 

➢ Maturity level of the student

➢ Post-secondary plans of the student

➢ Individual career goals and IGP (Individual Graduation Plan) 

➢ Necessary tests for admission to the postsecondary 

institution(s) of choice

➢ Application and acceptance by the post-secondary 
institution



Dual Enrollment and HOPE and 

Zell Miller Scholarship

➢ Core courses are included in the student’s HOPE high 

school GPA for HOPE Scholarship and Zell Miller 

Scholarship eligibility determinations.

➢ Core coursework taken as dual enrollment meets 

Academic Rigor requirements and are given a weight 

of 0.5 toward HOPE Calculation. The HOPE GPA 

calculation has a cap of 4.0.

➢ College transcript begins as Dual Enrollment student.

➢ Dual Enrollment hours do not count against any HOPE 

hour cap.



Testing and the DE Student

➢ Students must take EOC in:

➢ Ninth Literature

➢ GSE Algebra I

➢ GSE Geometry

➢ Biology 

➢ Counselor should provide the DE students with the EOC test 
dates. 

➢ EOC test is 20% of the EOC course grade only for DE Ninth 
Grade English Lit, DE GSE Algebra I, and/or DE Biology. The 
teacher’s grade is 80% of the grade for these three courses. 

➢ Students must take entrance exams for the colleges and meet 
or exceed the required score. 

➢ Students must take End of Pathway Assessment when 
completing a pathway. 



DE Course Directory

➢ Located on the DE webpage on www.GAfutures.org All 

approved postsecondary courses and comparable high 

school courses to be used as the dual credit.

➢ Directory lists each participating postsecondary institution.

➢ Once the college is selected, the drop-down box lists all 

approved courses for that participating institution.

➢ Courses are listed by categories then alpha order by the 

postsecondary course number field.

http://www.gafutures.org/


District Application that is  

completed:

Can be Accessed 
on the District 
Website:



Additional Information

Paulding County District Website Link: https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/23177

Under Student Support Select Counseling Information

Then Select: Dual Enrollment (Right side of screen menu)

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/23177


Information on the Paulding 

County Website:



Interested students and parents 

should always contact the school 

counselor. There is a Dual Enrollment 

specialist/counselor at each high 

school. 



SAT Test Information
Consider testing early if you opt to be a dual enrollment student or 

just want to see how you do.

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/c

alenfees.html

Students sometimes take the ACT.

Some Dual Enrollment students take the Accuplacer 

assessment. 

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/calenfees.html


PSAT, SAT and ACT District 

Website



Work-Based Learning (WBL)

Students were advised how they could benefit from  from WBL?

▪ Put book knowledge to use and gain hands on experience 

in your career.

▪ Earn school credit in career area during Junior and Senior 

year.

▪ Earn money while learning (excluding some internships).



Work-Based Learning (WBL)

Opportunities Include:

▪ Youth Apprenticeship

▪ Cooperative Education

▪ Internship

▪ Employability Skills Development

Students ask WBL Coordinator, CTAE Teacher 
or Counselor for an application.





Athletic Eligibility

 Georgia Student High School Athletic Association Eligibility

 Students must be on track in the senior year, 17 credits 
earned. 

 NCAA Information-two links: 

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/678

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/678


NCAA Information

 NCAA Information Links on Counseling Information site:

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/678

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/678


Junior and Senior Year, All 

Students Should:

 Focus on academics

 Take rigorous/relevant courses

 Keep organized

 Research options

 Use GAfutures.org and the Georgia Career Information System, 

www.gcic.peachnet.edu

 Continue career exploration and always use Youscience results

 Consider being a Dual Enrollment or Work-based learning student

 Begin to look at scholarship information

 Begin to explore application process, if you will be attending a post-secondary 

institution

 Please keep HOPE Alive!!!!!

http://www.gcic.peachnet.edu/


Again GAfutures and GCIS have 

many tools and resources for high 

school students
www.gafutures.org www.gcic.peachnet.edu

http://www.gafutures.org/
http://www.pechnet.edu/


After High School

 What post-secondary plans is your student considering?

 What does the career interest inventory information tell your 
student about career choices?

 Have you and your student discussed his/her Youscience 

results from this school year (district 11th grade students have 

or will take this assessment)?

 http://www.youscience.com/

http://www.youscience.com/


CARE Project

• Collaboration of all stakeholders in the school district 

• Everyone recognizes the importance of working together toward 
the common goal of increasing and enhancing support for students 
with life issues with particular emphasis on the prevention of 
youth suicide. 

• Letting students know how much the district staff, their family 
members as well as peers, and community partners care about 
them and want to build positive relationships with them.



CARE Project



Never ignore these warning signs:

 Suicide notes.

 Threats. I want to die. Or Nobody will miss me. 

 Previous attempts. 

 Depression. 

 "Masked" depression. Risk-taking behaviors and not caring about 
ones own safety.

 Final arrangements. Posts online.

 Hurting oneself.

 Inability to concentrate and think clearly.

 Dramatic changes. 

 Plan and access.



What Can You Do to Help?

• Know the warning signs!

• Do not be afraid to talk as well as listen to the young person. 

• Make no deals about keeping a secret regarding suicidal 
thoughts. 

• Seek assistance for your student.

• School counselor has resource information.



Resources for a student in need: 



Counselors are here to guide 

students with future plans!


