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Information for Creating a Successful Finish to 

High School & Career Experience



Welcome
Topics included (clicking on topic takes you to start of the 

section):
Athletics
BRIDGE Law 
CARE Project
Dual Enrollment
Financial Aid Resources
GAfutures
Georgia Career Information System
Graduation Requirements and Courses for Senior Year
HOPE
MYAP Tool, Individual Graduation Plan
Pathways-Advanced Academic, CTAE, Fine Arts, World Language
Honors and Advanced Placement
Paulding Virtual Academy
Tests - SAT/ACT/Accuplacer/ASVAB
Work-Based Learning
Senior Year
YouScience Assessment and Results



The BRIDGE Advisement Law

Building Resourceful Individuals to

Develop Georgia’s Economy

Mandated Advisement Signed into Law

in May 2010 and Amended in Spring 2011



BRIDGE Law – High School

 The following BRIDGE Law advisement tasks are required to be completed during high school on the 

student’s GCIS account:

◦ Grade 9

 Exploration of 3 Careers

 Reviewing and Updating BRIDGE Graduation Plan and IGP (Individual Graduation Plan) 

 Receiving Dual Enrollment Information

◦ Grade 10

 Completing required Dual Enrollment Activity

 Reviewing and Updating BRIDGE Graduation Plan

 Receiving Dual Enrollment Information

◦ Grade 11

 Exploring 3 Postsecondary Institutions on GCIS

 Receiving Dual Enrollment Information

 Individual  (BRIDGE) Graduation Plan updated in the IGP  (Individual Graduation Plan)

◦ Grade 12

 Senior Letter with ALL Requirements

 Completing “Next Step” Information in account on GCIS

 Completing Senior Capstone Project



Georgia Career Information System
Students use this resource to meet BRIDGE required tasks. 

This site is reached via the Infinite Campus Portal on the 

SLDS line of  the student’s portal menu.



Student logs into his/her Infinite 

Campus Portal Account

• Login with your 

Campus Login



On Infinite Campus Portal Page

• Click on SDLS Portal at 

the bottom of  the page.

• Parents may also view 

this information

• Academic Plan and 

Academic Progress are 

above SLDS on the left 

menu.



GCIS is on “MY Career Plan” Button

• Click on My Career 

Plan



BRIDGE Bill Tasks

• Completed BRIDGE Bill 

tasks are indicated in 

green. 

• Post Secondary will be 

green when the student 

has reviewed three 

schools and then, this 

completes this year’s 11th 

grade BRIDGE Bill task.



Students use GCIS to Explore Options



GCIC Accounts





GCIC Accounts





Remember on this site are also 

Financial Aid Opportunities

• Click on the Education 

Box at the top.



Diploma Requirements
Every year students and counselors review

• 4 Units of  English

• 4 Units of  Mathematics

• 4 Units of  Science

• 3 Units of  Social Studies

• 3 Units of  Career/Technology and/or World Language and/or Fine Arts

• 1 Unit of  Health & Physical Education

• 4 Units of  Electives (minimum)

A total of  23 Units

Note: World Language (Foreign Language) is not required for graduation BUT is 

required for acceptance into a 4 year College or University



Important Resource for Career Clusters and 
Pathways in Our District

 On PCSD web page.

 It includes pathways-both 
general information 
about the pathway(s) and 
the three sequential 
courses that must be 
completed during high 
school.

 The Career Planner also 
includes which schools 
offer each pathway 
course in our district. 



Clusters and Pathway Course Offerings 
These vary from HS to HS.



Cluster and Pathway Courses Continued



Cluster and Pathway Courses Continued





MYAP Career Planner

• All high school students use the IC MYAP Career 

Planner

• The IGP (Individual Graduation Plan) is in the IC 

Student Portal

• This information includes completed, scheduled, and 

planned courses

• Use this link for information:

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/34137

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/34137






Embedded Course

Essentials of  Healthcare, course number 25.44000. 

Essentials of  Healthcare course now meets the fourth science 
requirement for high school graduation and meets the fourth 
science requirement for admission to the University System of  
Georgia and the Technical College System of  Georgia. 

If  one unit of  credit is earned in Essentials of  Healthcare, then, 
student will also receive one unit of  credit for Human Anatomy 
and Physiology, course number 26.07300

Both courses count for HOPE

The EC Human Anatomy and Physiology course will be 
categorized as an Elective. 



Honors and Advanced Placement 

Course Information 

for the CORE Academic and Fine Arts Areas



Why should students take Advanced Placement 

or 

Honors classes?

• The U.S. Department of  Education released 
a study that shows that by the time students 
enter college, the type of  courses they took 
in high school is more important than test 
scores, class rank, or grade averages.

• The president of  UGA says that rigor of  
curriculum is a factor above all others that 
determines success in the college admissions 
process.



What 12th Grade Honors and AP classes are 

available?
▪ Honors English Literature

▪ AP English Literature

▪ AP Statistics

▪ AP Calculus

▪ Honors Physics

▪ AP Physics

▪ AP Environmental 
Science

▪ AP Biology

▪ AP Macroeconomics

▪ AP American Government

▪ AP Psychology

▪ AP Studio Art

▪ Honors Spanish III, IV or 
AP

▪ Honors French III



What do students & parents need to do 

for student to get into Honors/AP 

classes?

This request process for the senior year happens during the 

MYAP Tool Course Planner updating.

This is also known as the IGP (Individual Graduation Plan) 

updating for the next school year.

Each student uses the Academic Planner in their IC Portal to 

update 8 credits worth of  courses for next school year (Senior 

Year).

These planned courses are the schedule of  courses for next year.  



How are Advanced Placement/Honors 
classes beneficial to the GPA?

 Honors courses are weighted. With successful 
completion of  the course, an average of  70 or above 
BEFORE weights are added, earns a student five (5) 
points onto the final course average.

 For example:  Student earns an 80 in Honors 
American Literature – the report card and transcript 
will reflect an 85 as the weighted points are added to 
the final average. 

 Advanced Placement courses add 10 points to the 
final grade, if  a 70 or above has been earned.



For Additional Information

Call 770-443-8000 and ask for:

Katie Anderson, Coordinator for Fine Arts

Laura Freeman, Coordinator for Mathematics

Sarah Graham, Coordinator for Science

Teri Harris, Coordinator for English/Language Arts 
and World Language

Debbie Kelly, Coordinator for Social Studies and 
Gifted Services



Dual Enrollment Information on 

GAfutures



Dual Enrollment Defined

Georgia students in who are enrolled in grades 9-12 can 

earn high school course credits while taking college 

courses.



2015 Legislation
SB 132 – Move On When Ready (MOWR) Program 

➢ High school students may enroll while in 9th – 12th grades 

➢ Earn dual credit 

➢ Wide range of  courses 

SB 2 – New High School Graduation Option • Students must complete the 
following state required high school course requirements (EOC courses plus health 
and personal fitness): 

➢ 1 required health and personal fitness course (.5/.5)

➢ 2 English 

➢ 2 math 

➢ 2 science 

➢ 2 social studies 

➢ Complete an associate degree, technical diploma or two technical certificate 
programs in a career pathway and all training prerequisites for any state, national, 
or industry occupational certifications or licenses required to work in the field 

➢ Awarded a high school diploma and a college credential(s)



Dual Enrollment Eligibility
➢Enrolled in our district

➢No residency requirement 

➢Meet admissions requirements and deadlines at 
participating postsecondary institution 

➢Admitted as a Dual Credit Enrollment student at a 
participating postsecondary institution 

➢May attend more than one postsecondary institution at a 
time and receive awards at both 

➢Must be enrolled in courses listed in the approval Dual 
Enrollment Directory (Gafutures site)

➢Maintain postsecondary satisfactory academic progress



Financial Considerations
➢ Tuition costs are paid.

➢Mandatory Fee costs are covered.

➢ Books are provided.   

➢ The Eligible Postsecondary Institution can charge the student 
Course Related Fees or Supplies or require the student to have 
the required course related items. 

➢ Expenses for travel or living on campus are provided by the 
student.



Dual Enrollment and HOPE and 

Zell Miller Scholarships
➢ Core courses are included in the student’s HOPE high school 

GPA for HOPE Scholarship and Zell Miller Scholarship eligibility 

determinations.

➢ Core coursework taken as dual enrollment meets Academic Rigor 

requirements and courses are given a weight of  0.5 toward HOPE 

Calculation. The HOPE GPA calculation has a cap of  4.0.

➢ Core DE courses are weighted 10 points on the local high school 

transcript.

➢ College transcript begins as DE student.

➢DE hours do not count against college HOPE hour cap.



Interested students and parents, please review this document. 



Advisement Topics

During the advisement sessions with students and parents, 
counselors address the following topics with student and 
parent/guardian: 

➢Maturity level of  the student

➢Post-secondary plans of  the student

➢Individual career goals and IGP (Individual Graduation Plan) 

➢Necessary tests for admission to the postsecondary 
institution(s) of  choice

➢Application and acceptance by the post-secondary institution



District Application to be completed:

Can be Accessed on the 

District Website:



Additional Information
Paulding County District Website Link: https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/23177

Under Student Support Select Counseling Information

Then Select: Dual Enrollment (Right side of screen menu)

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/23177


Information on the Paulding County 

Website:



Interested students and parents should 

always contact the school counselor.

There is a Dual Enrollment 

specialist/counselor at each high school. 



Test-out Opportunities for Credit

Each school year, qualified middle school 

and high students may test-out in up to 

3 EOC courses throughout high school 

and earn up to 3 high school credits.

Specific information is available by asking 

your school counselor. 



Required Credits to be a Senior

To be classified as a senior, a student must be a 4th cohort 
year student and also have earned 17 credits.

As already stated, students must have earned 23 units in the 
required courses to graduate.

All graduation requirements are reviewed in the Senior 
Advisement opportunity early in the Fall semester of the 
senior year. The Senior Letter is completed for each 
student. 

Always monitor the Academic Course Plan as well as the 
Academic Progress information in the IC Portal. 



Important Website
www.GAfutures.org

 GAFutures (MyGAfutures Account)

◦ Your MyGAfutures GPA HOPE information

◦ College Applications in Georgia

◦ Scholarships

◦ FAFSA and Financial Aid

◦ Financial Literacy

◦ Dual Enrollment Application

to Georgia Student Finance 

Commission



After High School

 What post-secondary plans is your student considering?

 What does the career interest inventory information tell your student about 

career choices?

 Have you and your student discussed his/her Youscience results from this 

school year (district 11th grade students have or will take this assessment)?

 http://www.youscience.com/

http://www.youscience.com/


YouScience and 11th Grade Students

• Each student’s YouScience profile is:

• Scientific measurement of  natural aptitudes and interests as a 

basis for career recommendations

• Comprehensive profile including aptitude, interest, and 

personality assessments, extensive personal feedback, and career 

and educational recommendations

• Answers these questions:

• What do you do well?

• What do you enjoy?

• How to prepare?

• What are the market needs in terms of  careers?



Where am I going?

❖ There are more options than most parents and students 
know about:

4-Year Colleges and Universities

2-Year Colleges and Universities

Technical College

Special Purpose School

On-the-job Training

Military

Other

Work



Surviving the Senior Year….
This important guide will help with your future decisions. It is linked to the PCSD 

district site under High School Counseling and Junior & Senior BRIDGE Advisement.



SAT Test Information
Consider testing early if  you opt to be a dual enrollment student or just 

want to see how you do.

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/cal

enfees.html

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/sat/calenfees.html


PSAT, SAT and ACT District Website



Paulding Virtual Academy

Application Windows:

November 1, 2017-2nd Semester

April 1, 2018-FY19

http://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/domain/4343

http://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/domain/4343




Work-Based Learning (WBL)

Students were advised how they could benefit from WBL?

▪ Put book knowledge to use and gain hands on experience in 

your career.

▪ Earn school credit in career area during Junior and Senior 

year.

▪ Earn money while learning (excluding some internships).



Other Tests You May Need

Accuplacer-Placement exam required for entrance 

to two year and technical college. Potential Dual 

Enrollment students may take the SAT, ACT or 

Accuplacer for Technical College Dual Enrollment 

programs. 

ASVAB- Aptitude exam required for entrance into 

the military that determines you eligibility for military 

jobs. Ask your counselor about the ASVAB.



How do I get to college?

• Make a list of  potential schools

• Compare your profile to the school’s freshman profile

• Review each school’s application:

• Online application (preferred)

• Transcript

• Application fees

• Recommendations (if  needed allow a minimum of  ten days)

• Counselor Recommendations 

• Teacher Recommendation Know your 

application 

deadlines!



Ways to pay for college…

• GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

• Do NOT have to be repaid

• Based on specific requirements

• LOANS

• Need to be repaid after college

• WORK-STUDY PROGRAMS

• Student has a job on campus

• Money earned helps pay for college

FINANCIAL AIDE 

NIGHTS ARE HELD 

DURING THE FALL 

SEMESTER AT EACH 

HIGH SCHOOL.



HOPE Scholarship
(4 Rigorous Courses Required)

Currently, the HOPE scholarship is determined by the calculation 
of  all academic core courses that the student has taken and 
completed (grades 9-12). No middle school core course grades 
count. 

Georgia Student Finance Commission Rigorous Course Chart

https://www.gafutures.org/media/113414/rigor-course-list-july-
2016.pdf

Both passing and failing grades in the core courses count. Thus, this 
is a merit based scholarship for eligible students. 

Changes in the eligibility guidelines are posted and updated on the 
GAfutures website (there are often annual changes in HOPE 
Scholarship regulations). For current HOPE tuition payments use 
this link: 

http://gsfc.georgia.gov/tuition-award-charts

https://www.gafutures.org/media/113414/rigor-course-list-july-2016.pdf
http://gsfc.georgia.gov/tuition-award-charts


HOPE GPA-3.0 GPA

 HOPE GPA is calculated on a traditional 4.00 grade point average 
scale to 2 decimal places without rounding. The following 
calculation is used as students graduate from high school who are 
on Tier 1 (first year of  college):
◦ An A is calculated as 4 quality points
◦ A B is calculated as 3 quality points
◦ A C is calculated as 2 quality points
◦ An F is calculated as 0 quality points

 The HOPE GPA is calculated again at Tier 2 (after 30 college 
hours), Tier 3 (after 60 hours) and Tier 4 (after 90 hours)

 A student will lose the HOPE Scholarship if  the student has lost 
HOPE at two checkpoints for Tier 2, 3, and 4 while attending 
college. The student cannot regain the HOPE Scholarship while in 
college, if  the student has below a 3.0 at two checkpoints.



Zell Miller Scholar Program

• Seniors who graduate and meet either of  the following 
criteria:

• a 3.7 GPA for the HOPE eligible academic courses and 
have received an SAT score of  1200 (Critical Reading and 
Math scores) or a composite ACT score of  26 (on any 
single testing test date…can take test more than once)

• Are the valedictorian or salutatorian of  the Class of  2017

• IMPORTANT: SAT or ACT test must be taken prior to 
student graduating from high school

• Maintain a 3.3 GPA at Tier 2, Tier 3, and Tier 4 checkpoints 
while in college

• A student will lose the ZELL Miller Scholarship if  the student 
does not have a 3.3 GPA at two checkpoints…Tier 2, 3, and 4.



HOPE GRANT

• HOPE Grant funds pay for a maximum of  15 hours per 

semester. 

• Students are eligible to receive the HOPE Grant as they 

graduate from high school.

• At 30 hours and again at 60 hours the grade point average is 

calculated. A 3.0 grade point average must be maintained to 

continue receiving the HOPE Grant.

• There is a maximum of  63 hours that the HOPE Grant pays 

for. 



HOPE GPA

If  a student does not have these three key fields correct in 
our Student Information System as well as in the 
MyGafutures Profile on GAfutures, there will be no HOPE 
Scholarship:

Legal name that is on birth certificate

Social Security Number

Birth Date

All of  the above items must match on

Infinite Campus (Student Information System)

GAfutures

FAFSA

College Admissions Documents

SAT/ACT



Financial Aid 101 & Scholarships

Link: 
http://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/23921

• Students must be on track in the senior year, 17 
credits earned. 

http://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/23923

http://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/23921


Athletic Eligibility

• Georgia Student High School Athletic Association Eligibility

• Students must be on track in the senior year, 17 credits earned. 

• NCAA Information-two links: 

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/678

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/678


NCAA Information

• NCAA Information Links on Counseling Information site:

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/678

https://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/678


Advice for Next Year

Focus on academics as fall admissions paper work will 
include the transcript for the 9th, 10th, and 11th grade years 
as well as any middle school courses taken for high school 
credit.

Continue to take rigorous/relevant courses

Keep organized

Research your options:
Use GCIC.peachnet.edu and Where am I? going section of  

Counseling Advisement site on PCSD website.

Use Youscience results and explore careers

Continue career exploration and select a specific career for 
your Senior Capstone Project

Begin to look at scholarship information

Begin to explore application process, if  you will be attending 
a postsecondary institution

Visit postsecondary institutions

Please keep HOPE Alive!!!!!



Senior Year Reminders

Senior Letter and Advisement

Senior Seminars & Surviving the Senior Year and Glossary of Terms

Senior Capstone Project or Work-based Learning Project

Ongoing support regarding course selection, 

graduation requirements, career information, 

postsecondary schools information, scholarship

and financial aid websites and future decisions

Grades and Attendance are IMPORTANT!



Senior Capstone Project

The Senior Capstone Project is a required (Work-based Learning 
students complete this project within their Work-based Learning 
Program).

This project has four components for the selected career:

1. Research paper

2. Portfolio

3. Mentor

4. Presentation

PCSD Counseling Link for further information:

http://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/23923

http://www.paulding.k12.ga.us/Page/23923


CARE Project

• Collaboration of all stakeholders in the school district 

• Everyone recognizes the importance of working 
together toward the common goal of increasing and 
enhancing support for students with life issues with 
particular emphasis on the prevention of youth suicide. 

• Letting students know how much the district staff, 
their family members as well as peers, and community 
partners care about them and want to build positive 
relationships with them.



CARE Project



Never ignore these warning signs:

• Suicide notes.

• Threats. I want to die. Or Nobody will miss me. 

• Previous attempts. 

• Depression. 

• "Masked" depression. Risk-taking behaviors and not caring about 
ones own safety.

• Final arrangements. Posts online.

• Hurting oneself.

• Inability to concentrate and think clearly.

• Dramatic changes. 

• Plan and access.



What Can You Do to Help?

• Know the warning signs!

• Do not be afraid to talk as well as listen to the young 
person. 

• Make no deals about keeping a secret regarding 
suicidal thoughts. 

• Seek assistance for your student.

• School counselor has resource information.



Resources for a student in need: 



School counselors support all students in three areas:

Academic

Career

Personal / Social

Thank you for your time and involvement!

We appreciate the partnership we have with you!



Questions…

• Remember, school counselors are available!

• Assisting with the right career decisions for 

each student’s future is just one of  the many 

ways that counselors provide support.


