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Dear PCSD Community, 

Yes, we did it! With all five of our high school graduations taking place last Friday and Saturday, the Class 
of 2021 is officially on its way to a bright 
future, and another successful school year is 
now in the books.  

First, I want to introduce myself. I am the new 
interim superintendent. For the past eight 
years, I have served as our district’s Chief 
Financial Officer. My wife, Tracy, is an EIP 
teacher at Burnt Hickory Elementary School. 
We have called Paulding County our home for 
more than 20 years and are proud parents of 
five children, four of whom are/were educated 
in Paulding County schools. Our twin 
daughters graduated from North Paulding 
High School in 2020. We have a middle-
schooler at McClure and a magnet student at Paulding County High School. 

Let me begin by expressing how grateful I am for your amazing support over the past school year. It truly 
was a “school year like none other” and you rose to the occasion by being flexible, adapting to a constantly 
evolving environment, and remaining positive throughout. Your support made a measurable difference. 

I also want to share a special mention for our school district staff for the work they did this past year 
overcoming extraordinary obstacles and keeping us on course. While there were no easy decisions or 
perfect solutions, our team of teachers, administrators and support staff consistently focused on what was 
best for our students and were the embodiment of our first district belief: “We believe preparing students 
is our first priority.” As you know, we were one of the first school districts in the nation to return to in-
person instruction last August and, for the first time ever, we offered all students a virtual option as well. 
We balanced our resources to ensure that students in both platforms received the best possible instruction, 
and we did it all while facing the largest per-pupil funding decrease in district history.   

Our dedicated team in Paulding County is simply the best. While they make a tremendous difference to the 
lives of our students every school year, imagine the long-term impact on our kids had they not been willing 
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to stand in the gap. With ingenuity, commitment, hard work and exceptional skills, they found a way. They 
made it work, and I simply cannot brag on them enough.   

Was it ideal? No. Has there been some level of learning loss? Absolutely. But our commitment to address 
this will start with a summer remediation program and will extend into next school year with a host of 
initiatives in the 2021-2022 budget. The Board of Education has been working hard to approve the budget, 
and we will have more exciting news to share on that later this month. 

There is no question the impact of the pandemic will reverberate for years to come. For example, it seems 
reasonable that the future of education will likely involve a hybrid of in-person and online instruction, and 
there is no question the Paulding County School District will be ready to meet our students’ needs. Prior 
to the pandemic, our Paulding County Virtual Academy (PVA), which opened just a few years ago, served 
a relatively small number of high school students. But going into the 2021-2022 school year, PVA will 
continue with more than a thousand students in all grades, kindergarten through 12th. 

We are going to work hard this summer to make sure we are ready for another great school year in 2021-
2022. I know that all of us are looking forward to returning to pre-pandemic routines, and if the current 
trends continue, I think we will be there soon. I look forward to serving our school district in my new role, 
and if you ever have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out.  

Finally, I want to thank Dr. Brian Otott, who retired as superintendent on May 31st after 31 years of service, 
for his outstanding leadership and vision. His retirement is well-earned, and I hope you will join me in 
wishing him and his wife, Sally, the best in the next chapter of their lives.  

I hope all our PCSD family enjoys the summer break. You have certainly earned it! I look forward to seeing 
everyone back in school on August 2, 2021! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Steve Barnette 
Interim Superintendent 


