Georgia Graduation Rule Revision

State Board Passes New Graduation Rule

In an effort to establish high expectations for all students, the State Board of Education passed a new set of graduation requirements in September 2007. These requirements go into effect next school year, 2008-09, for all entering high school freshmen.

Q: Why did Georgia decide to revise the current graduation rule?

A: The Georgia State Board of Education determined that a new set of graduation requirements were needed to assure that Georgia’s high school graduates are college and work ready. State Superintendent of Schools Kathy Cox noted that, “We are no longer setting high expectations for just some students. As a state, we are saying that ALL students can learn at a high level.”

Q: Why is the graduation rule being changed now?

A: The rule is being revised in conjunction with the implementation of the new Georgia Performance Standards in English/language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies as well as in some electives.

Q: What does the new rule do for our students?

A: The new rule eliminates Georgia’s “tiered” diploma, in which there were different expectations for different students with four diploma options. All students will now receive a strong core of classes in English/language arts, mathematics, social studies, and science. Elective courses will be used to personalize the educational experience.

Q: Who will this new rule affect?

A: Since the new graduation rule officially goes into effect during the 2008-2009 school year, the requirements affect those students who are currently in eighth grade in 2007-2008.  It is also important to note:

· These students will be the entering high school freshman class for 2008-09. 
· The only course in our district that counts for credit at the middle school level for eighth grade students is foreign language. If foreign language is taken during the 8th grade year, it will count in the student’s high school GPA and will be recorded on the high school transcript. 
· Per state legislation (beginning with the Senior Class of 2007), high school courses taken in middle school do not count toward the HOPE Scholarship.

Q: What are the major changes in the new graduation rule?

A: The new rule requires that all students have 23 credits to receive a diploma, including:


• Four credits in English/Language Arts (same requirement for number of credits)
• Four credits in Mathematics (an increase for students on a career technology track)

• Four credits in Science (an increase of one unit)

• One credit in Health/Physical Education (same requirement)
• Three credits in Foreign Language** and/or Fine Arts and/or Career, Technical and

Agricultural Education (CTAE)***

• Four electives

There are no changes to the number of credits required in English/Language Arts (four credits)

or Social Studies (three credits). 

** Any student going to a University System of Georgia college or university must take at least two years of the same

foreign language to meet admission requirements.

*** Students wishing to receive industry certification in certain areas under Career, Technical and Agricultural

Education programs must follow specific pathways.
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Q: What about students who receive special education services?

A: Students with disabilities will be eligible to earn a regular diploma following specific criteria as outlined in the graduation rule. 
Q: Is the Paulding County School District required to abide by the new graduation rule?

A: Yes. All Georgia public school systems are required to implement the new graduation rule.

For additional graduation rule information, please use this website:

http://www.gadoe.org/pea_policy.aspx?PageReq=GradRules2.

