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Larry L. Ragsdale
Superintendent

January 7, 2008                                                                                                                  
Dear Parent/Guardian:

Please plan to attend Jones Middle School’s 8th to 9th Grade Transition Night on January 17, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. Middle and high school counselors and graduation coaches have planned this informational session around two topics: Georgia’s Graduation Requirements (new graduation rule) and the Honors/Advanced Placement application process. 

Please know that this parent night will first focus on the graduation requirements that the State Board of Education passed in September 2007. The new rule was revised to assure that Georgia’s high school students graduate and are ready to go on to the post-secondary option of their choice. Therefore, the first part of the presentation will focus on the 23 units required for your student’s graduation. During the high school years, your student will be required to take:

4 units of English

4 units of Mathematics
4 units of Science

3 units of Social Studies

3 units from: Foreign Language* and/or Career Technology Agriculture Education 
(CTAE) and/or Fine arts courses

4 units of electives 

1 unit of health/physical education

* Students planning to enter or transfer into a University System of Georgia institution must take two units of the same foreign language.

In addition, a district curriculum coordinator/director will be at the middle school to present information on the Honors/Advanced Placement application process. The application paper work will be available during this parent opportunity.

Following this event, your student will be registering for courses for the ninth grade year. During the month of February high school counselors and graduation coaches will provide course information to 8th grade students during classroom guidance.  Then, on March 31st at 7:00 p.m. students and parents/guardians will be invited to the high schools to examine the High School 101 Guide, receive course verification, and review academic and extra-curricular information for the ninth grade year. 
Thank you for taking time to attend this important 8th to 9th transition opportunity. Please contact middle school counselors and/or graduation coaches should you need further information regarding this January opportunity.

Sincerely,

Scott Viness
Principal










